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FREETHAI MOVEMENT AND DECLARATION OF
PEACE DAY
16 AUGUST 1945

Presented by Uthai  Sucharitkul

Go back to 64 years ago—today 16 August 194?
Thailand had declared Peace Day immediately after
Japanese Armed Forces had surrendered to the Allies-Great
Britain and United States of America. Such declaration by
Thailand was actively endorsed by Great Britain and United
States of America despite Thailand-the then Government
had declared war against G.B. and U.S.A. on 25 January
1942.

There are and there were questions about this matter
from various groups doubtfully what caused the Allies to
endorse such Declaration and disregard Thailand as looser.
Apparently, there must be an outstanding mechanism and
performances played the most important roles throughout the
war by FreeThai Movement which caused great satisfaction
to the Allies. At the same time with Peace Day Declaration,
Dr. Pridi or rather code name RUTH the leader of FreeThai
Movement announced that the Declaration of War against
G.B. and U.S.A. by the then Thai Government on 25 January
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1942 was invalid as it was contradicted to the infention of
the majority of the Thai people.

FreeThai Movement comprised of Thais and foreign-
ers inside and outside the Country with the same ideal and
obijective to work together and collaborate with Allies in
order to resist and defeat the Japanese Armed Forces as
soon as possible. There were lots of activities and results
performed by FreeThai Movement throughout the War which
cannot be able to present right here due to fime given.
Nevertheless, defails of FreeThai Movement performances
are available in the legend of FreeThai Movement Book
written by Dr. Vichitwong Na Pompet, member of the Royal
Institute.

Shortly, prior to the Japanese’s surrender, the Allies
Supreme Command H.Q. Southeast Asia advised RUTH to
urgently announce the Cancellation of War Declaration as
well as all agreements that Thailand had agreed with the
Japanese and if RUTH has proceeded in accordance with
such advice, the Foreign Ministry agreed not to treat Thai-
land to either surrender or looser. This is simply because the
FreeThai Movement has been continuously performing an
outstanding collaboration and field activities to the Allies.

15 August 1945, Japanese Emperor requested all /2






